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The Hon Scott Morrison MP 

Prime Minister 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA ACT 2600 

AUSTRALIA 

27 November 2020 

Dear Prime Minister, 

Re:  Australia – Hong Kong travel corridor 

On behalf of the Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong we congratulate you for your 

leadership in these extraordinary times.   Together with National Cabinet, we have seen the very best 

of Australia on display in the battle against COVID-19, a response which has been recognised as among 

the best in the world.   

As you would be aware, here in Hong Kong the administration has similarly gained international 

recognition for its swift and successful response to tackling COVID-19.   Like Australia, Hong Kong 

boasts an excellent public health care system; the city’s response has prioritised the advice of medical 

experts, applying tools which use the latest technology and has sought to  strike an appropriate 

balance between health and economic recovery.  Importantly, the experience of SARS has seen the 

people of Hong Kong remain vigilant and disciplined during this pandemic.  The city’s density, its small 

crowded living spaces and international population has made this achievement all the more 

extraordinary. 

Our members welcome news that the Australian Government is pursuing safe international travel 

corridors with a number of jurisdictions aimed at providing safe international travel based on mutually 

agreed protocols - we are following New Zealand with great interest.   We highlight that Hong Kong is 

planning to introduce a travel bubble with Singapore. 

We commend the work that is underway drawing upon the latest technology in rapid testing (some 

of that technology developed here in Hong Kong) with a view to reopen limited international point-

to-point travel.  We are also encouraged by possible solutions aimed at creating so-called “green 

channels” for travellers who meet common “COVID-safe” criteria (the United Nation’s CommonPass 

initiative for example).  And we welcome news that your Government is laying the foundations for a 

post-vaccine environment which would seek to expedite safe international travel. 

It would not be appropriate for us to propose a specific solution but in establishing safe travel bubbles, 

we would hope that the Australian Government prioritises Hong Kong as a low-risk destination. In 

addition to its relative success in managing the pandemic, Hong Kong is home to the largest number 

of Australian businesses in Asia and has a large Hong Kong Chinese diaspora in Australia.  The need to 

re-establish regular international connectivity between Hong Kong and Australia is compelling.  The 

Hong Kong Government is committed to adopting a “list and supress” to ensure that safe travel 

corridors are maintained.  
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Immediate concern: International arrivals travel cap 

Of immediate concern for our members, and the wider Australian community in Hong Kong, is the 

near inability to travel to Australia due to the current international arrivals cap.  This has posed an 

extraordinary burden on Australian citizens who have been unable to return home.  This cap has 

meant that flights have been very difficult to secure, are extremely costly and confirmed bookings are 

often bumped. The additional financial burden of two weeks’ hotel quarantine exacerbates this 

substantially.  

 Families have been separated for months, members who have lost their jobs due to the economic 

downturn face the expensive prospect of staying in Hong Kong without an income, children at 

boarding school and university students in Australia face Christmas without family.  The emotional 

and financial burden has come at a huge cost for the thousands of Australians living here in Hong 

Kong. 

We acknowledge that balancing public health concerns is complex, but we urge you to accelerate 

steps to relax the cap, given Hong Kong’s record at managing COVID-19.   We would respectfully ask 

that quarantine capacity be increased and, as this is a matter involving the states, this could be 

considered by National Cabinet.  The restrictive international cap is carrying untold substantial 

consequences for the thousands of Australians living in Hong Kong. 

To this end, we also urge renewed consideration of home quarantine, using mandatory close 

electronic monitoring and random inspections which has been successfully used in Hong Kong for 

months as a key weapon it the first against community transmission.   This would also alleviate the 

burden on the quarantine capacity, allowing travellers from high risk destinations to quarantine in 

hotels while low-risk destinations such as Hong Kong could be considered for home quarantine.  This 

has been proven to work and we urge serious concern of this option. 

Prime Minister, we ask that you give serious consideration to these issues and the chamber stands 

ready to support you in these endeavours.    

Finally, we also wish to acknowledge the support of the Australian Consul General to Hong Kong and 

Macau, Elizabeth Ward, who has been fully engaged with the community on these matters. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Macintosh 

Chair, 

Australian Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong  

Cc:  Australian Consul General to Hong Kong and Macau Elizabeth Ward 


