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WEEKLY UPDATE
Dear members and friends,
AustCham is pleased to increase our engagement on the
Greater Bay Area with a significant event planned for Thursday,
2 December on the Opportunities for Hong Kong and
Australian Companies in the Greater Bay Area. Held jointly with
The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong and
with a high-level speaker line up moderator by AustCham’s
Chair of Greater Bay Committee Patrick Vizonne, the event
promises to provide deep insights for members, as well as the
opportunity to make connections with CGCC members. There is
limited seating available – sign up now to avoid
disappointment.
The GBA event in December comes close to the timing for the
reported reopening of Mainland China for Hong Kong travellers
without quarantine requirements. This expansion comes as
news that JP Morgan will start to offset the cost of quarantine
for employees taking private trips taken between now and
November 2022. Will we see more of this type of action from
business as they move to try and stem the potential flight of
employees dissatisfied with Hong Kong’s ongoing quarantine
arrangements?
On the Australian side, we see today plans announced for the
reopening of Australia to International students and other visa
holders locked out since March last year. This is fantastic news
for the tourism and education sectors. As a highly mobile
international community, AustCham members have keenly felt
the impact of Australian Government border closures and
quarantine quota, and Hong Kong Government travel
restrictions. We support initiatives that open international
travel in a safe and beneficial manner. AustCham has many
members in the Australian university sector and members with
children they have enrolled to study in Australia. We especially
wish all members and students awaiting their on-campus
experience all the best for 2022!
Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary Paul Chan has commenced
public consultation on the 2022-2023 Budget and AustCham is
pleased to be invited to participate in the consultation.
Members of the Finance, Legal and Tax Committee will join the
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first consultation session this week. Members are welcome to
share their views as the Chamber shapes its submission. A
reminder of the Chamber’s submission to the Chief Executive’s
Policy Address is here and our analysis of the 2021-22 Budget
against the Chamber’s submission from earlier this year is here.
Sticking with Hong Kong, the Labour Department has released
a survey on the Reimbursement of Maternity Leave Pay
Scheme. The scheme supports employers with the extension of
maternity leave from weeks 11-14. If you’d like to share your
views on the Scheme, please see the details in the newsletter
below to participate.
Supporting our CSR Partners is important to AustCham and I’m
thrilled to announce a month-long giving campaign for The
Hub. In addition to our Giving Tree at the AustCham Christmas
Mix on December 2, members can donate directly to The Hub.
Check out our event page for the links. Oh, and if you haven’t
got your tickets for Christmas Mix yet – get in now! There is
just a handful left and it promises to be an evening of fun and
festive spirit.
Finally, we’re working on an extra special program in support of
Australia Day, including a range of experiences, programs and
speakers. Details will be released soon and I look forward to
your support as we reflect on what it means to be Australian,
acknowledge our history and celebrate contemporary Australia
and Hong Kong.
Wishing you a productive and meaningful week,
Stefanie Evennett
Chief Executive
AustCham Hong Kong

COMMITTEES SPOTLIGHT
Looking Back
After the successful wrap up of CPI-driven event ‘Built to Last’,
AustCham and the CPI working group behind this initiative took
the time to debrief and discuss next steps. The event
showcased groundbreaking results from a survey on gender
diversity in the Built Environment sectors and was attended by
120 senior executive stakeholders from the private and public
sectors. We’ve received fantastic feedback from the event
overall especially on-line, with fantastic engagement on
https://austcham.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=d&c=2FD5B8BB36283A53&ID=FD25D329E7538AA62540EF23F30FE…
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LinkedIn thanks to the generous donation from our Prize
Sponsor and member, Langham Hotel. A copy of the research
results and AustCham’s Media Release can be found here.
Our Women in Business Network met in person, followed by a
networking dinner. During their meeting, they laid out plans
and activities for 2022, to include celebrating International
Women’s Day and launching another round of their excellent
Women in Leadership series.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
WED 24 NOV | 12.30pm-1.30pm | People Forum Committee
Meeting
FRI 3 DEC | 12.00pm-1.00pm | Small Business Network
Committee Meeting
The Chamber has active volunteer committees
providing members with access to a network of industry peers,
senior government and business decision makers, industry
insights and briefings. Committees provide the opportunity to
shape the public voice of the Chamber on business issues, and
develop sector-specific events and activities. Committees meet
regularly, typically monthly.
Membership of a Committee maximises the value of your
AustCham membership. If you would like to be involved in a
committee, please contact Chloe Taylor.

UPCOMING EVENTS
AustCham Events:
WED 24 NOV | WEBINAR | Financial Wellness for Women
Session #4
THURS 2 DEC | IN-PERSON | Opportunities for Hong Kong and
Australian Companies in the Greater Bay Area
THURS 2 DEC | IN-PERSON | Christmas Mix

Training & Professional Development:
OCT 2021 - SEPT 2022 | WEBINAR | ASFIMA Training Series
Season 2: Asia Financial Markets Explained
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Supported Events:
THUR 25 NOV | WEBINAR | Creative Industries: Driving
Innovation and Future Growth

Government Notices:
Labour Department's Reimbursement of Maternity Leave Pay
Scheme Survey

AUSTCHAM EVENT INFORMATION

Financial Wellness for Women Session #4: Equities, fixed
income, and asset allocation
WED 24 NOV | WEBINAR | 12.00pm - 1.00pm
This session will dive into equities (shares) and fixed income,
wrapping up with Q&A. Speakers will outline the fundamentals
of these types of investments – such as what ownership
represents and their risk and return profiles, considerations in
choosing an asset class and the various types of investment
products within them, and the importance of investing over
time.
Aiming to enhance your knowledge and skills in managing
personal finances and investments and are willing to cover the
fundamentals of financial wellness, check out our 6-part series
program here.
Sessions will cover income/expense management, different
types of investments, building an investment portfolio and
more.
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It is recommended members join for the whole series to
enhance learning and be fully immersed within a community of
like-minded financially savvy individuals.
*Everyone who registers for the full series will receive a 'Swisse
Women's Ultivite Multivitamin' product from Australia worth
HKD369.
A joint initiative organised by the Australian and Spanish
Chambers of Commerce - AustCham’s Women in Business
Network, and the Spanish Chamber of Commerce’s Women in
Business Committee.
Proud to partner with Girls Just Wanna Have Fund$ - Hong
Kong’s home grown non-profit dedicated to closing the
gender investment gap.
AustCham's Women in Business Network is proudly
supported by Ambition, Telstra and Macquarie.
Member: $200.00

REGISTER HERE

Opportunities for Hong Kong and Australian Companies in
the Greater Bay Area
Co-Hosted by The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce and
The Australian Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong
THU 2 DEC | IN-PERSON | 11.00am - 2.00pm
The Australian Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong (AustCham),
jointly with The Chinese General Chamber of Commerce Hong
Kong (CGCC), invites you to join a seminar and luncheon event
https://austcham.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=d&c=2FD5B8BB36283A53&ID=FD25D329E7538AA62540EF23F30FE…
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exploring the Opportunities for Hong Kong and Australian
Companies in the Greater Bay Area.
The seminar will feature leading speakers from AustCham and
CGCC to highlight the benefits and opportunities of the GBA,
including:
Dr Johnathan CHOI Koon-shum. GBM, GBS, BBS, JP., Chairman
of the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong
Hayden Flinn, Managing Partner and Co-Chief Executive, King &
Wood Mallesons
Raymond Yeung, Chief Economist, Greater China, ANZ Banking
Group
Patrick Vizonne, Head of Coverage, Hong Kong & Head of Food,
Beverage and Agribusiness, International (Moderator)
Agenda:
11:00

Registrations

11.15

Welcome and Introductions

11.30

Greater Bay Area Development
Presentations by speakers and panel discussion

12.30 Group Photo, Networking
13.00 Networking Lunch
14.00 Event Ends
Guests may choose to join the seminar only, or seminar plus
networking lunch.
Please note: The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed by
the speaker(s) belong solely to the speaker, and are not
representative of the Australian Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong.
Seminar Only: $250.00
Seminar and Luncheon: $400.00
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REGISTER HERE

Christmas Mix
THU 2 DEC | IN-PERSON | 6.00pm - 9.00pm
Bring your holiday spirit to our Christmas Mix on Thursday the
2nd of December at the Grand Hyatt – Pool House.
Join us for an evening full of high-quality in-person networking
with the AustCham community. Be ready plenty of
entertainment, delicious canapes and free flow drinks to toast
the year that was.
Every attendee will receive gift bags filled with lovely surprises
and will have the chance to win one of ten Lucky Draw prizes
valued at more than $35,000 HKD.
Our Christmas Mix is also a great opportunity to support some
of Hong Kong’s children in need with our annual Giving Tree, so
please bring along gifts to donate children supported by our
CSR partner, The Hub.
Don’t miss out on our favourite festive networking event!
Sponsorship and group ticketing packages are available
now here. Individual ticket sales will open in November.

REGISTER HERE

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT EVENT INFORMATION
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ASFIMA Training Series Season 2: Asia Financial Markets
Explained
OCT 2021 - SEPT 2022 | WEBINAR | 6.30pm- 8.30pm HKT
Following the highly successful pilot ASIFMA Training
Series with more than 450 registrants from over 90 firms and
supported by 17 Partner Organisations, we are excited to bring
to you our Training Series Season 2!
Series of monthly interactive training sessions on key
emerging topics relevant to the Asian financial industry
Delivered by expert trainers from our network of leading
Financial Institutions. Participants will be confident they
are learning from a source accredited by the industry
Aimed at getting junior and intermediate professionals up
to speed on emerging areas in financial markets within
Asia.
Monthly Training Session Format:
Interactive virtual live training session of 60-90 mins in
English
Introduction to the topic in a dynamic format, including
use of polling, Q&A and surveys
Exclusive access to an online
repository containing educational resources for each topic,
including session presentation provided by the
trainers, background materials and videos on-demand
Topics, Schedule:
The first monthly session on Sustainable Finance/ESG in
Asia will be held on Tuesday 26 October 2021. The full list of
topics is as follows. (Note these are subject to change if more
relevant topics emerge over the year).
Sustainable Finance/ESG in Asia (26 Oct 2021, 12pm1:15pm HKT)
https://austcham.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=d&c=2FD5B8BB36283A53&ID=FD25D329E7538AA62540EF23F30FE…
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To enjoy a member discount, please select ‘Non-members’
category and enter Discount Code : ‘AUSTCHAM’.

REGISTER HERE

SUPPORTED EVENT INFORMATION

Creative Industries: Driving Innovation and Future Growth
THU NOV 25 | WEBINAR | 1.00pm - 2.00pm HKT
Overview
Nestled in the heart of Asia, Hong Kong is one of the global
creative output leaders and ranked second globally in World
Digital Competitiveness. Find out more about the latest
opportunities in the digital ecosystem of Hong Kong's creative
landscape in this webinar, which will highlight the findings of
the new publication "Creative Industries: Driving Innovation
and Future Growth” – jointly presented by InvestHK and PwC.
Industry experts from various creative disciplines and leading
market players from Hong Kong, Australia, Japan and Korea will
share the current state of the digital development and the
opportunities of the creative economy.
Event Details
Date: 25 November 2021
Time: Hong Kong Time (GMT +8) 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Japan and Korea Time (GMT +9) 2:00pm - 3:00pm
AEDT (GMT +11) 4:00pm - 5:00pm
https://austcham.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=d&c=2FD5B8BB36283A53&ID=FD25D329E7538AA62540EF23F30FE…
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Remark: The webinar will be conducted in English.
Simultaneous interpretation in Japanese and Korean will be
provided

Register Now!

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
Labour Department's Reimbursement of Maternity Leave Pay
Scheme Survey
On behalf of the Labour Department (LD), we invite you to
spare a few minutes to share your valuable views on the
RMLP Scheme and how we can improve our service for you.
This is a survey reminder - if you have participated in the
survey, please ignore this mail.
Your views are important. It only takes 5 minutes to complete
the survey here: Survey Link
The statutory maternity leave (ML) under the Employment
Ordinance (Cap. 57) has been extended from 10 weeks to 14
https://austcham.createsend.com/campaigns/reports/viewCampaign.aspx?d=d&c=2FD5B8BB36283A53&ID=FD25D329E7538AA62540EF23F30F…
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weeks effective from 11 December 2020. Employers can apply
for reimbursement of the statutory maternity leave pay paid to
employees in respect of the 11th to 14th weeks’ ML, subject to
a cap of $80,000 per employee, through the RMLP Scheme.
For details, please visit the Reimbursement Easy
Portal (www.rmlps.gov.hk).
LD has appointed a processing agent to help implement the
Scheme. Having launched the Scheme for about six months,
we are looking for improvements and thus your views are
valuable.
All the information provided in the survey will be handled in
strict confidence and used only for compiling statistics to be
presented in an aggregated format. Neither you nor your
company will be mentioned as having participated in the
survey.
Survey Period
The survey is now live and will remain open until 26 November
2021.
Enquiries
If you have any enquiries, please contact the Service Hotline of
the RMLP Scheme at 2636 6353.
Thank you in advance for your time.
Service Centre for the Reimbursement of Maternity Leave Pay
Scheme

Take Survey

Forward
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AustCham respects your privacy. Your email will never be shared with a third party without your consent. View
our Privacy Policy.
You are subscribed to the AustCham WEEKLY FLYER list.
Unsubscribing below will remove you from ALL AustCham mailing lists. Instead, UPDATE YOUR EMAIL
PREFERENCES below.

Preferences | Unsubscribe
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